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resources, takes large views, and frequently compen-
sates for a dry and hesitating manner by the expression
of those noble truths that flash across the fancy and
rise spontaneously to the lips of men of poetic tempera-
ment when addressing popular assemblies. If we add to
this a private life of dignified repute, the accidents of his
birth and rank, which can never be severed from the
man, the scion of a great historic family and born, as it
were, to the hereditary service of the State, it is difficult
to ascertain at what period, or under what circumstances
the Whig party have ever possessed, or could obtain, a
more efficient leader.'

At times Lord John could be devastating. Replying to
Sir Francis Burdett, a lifelong Radical who, in old age,
had abruptly changed into a diehard Tory, and declared
he hated the cant of patriotism, Lord John observed that
'If thfere is one thing I hate more than the cant of
patriotism, it is the recant of patriotism.'

In complete contrast to Lord John Russell sits Lord
Palmerston, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. In
person 'Lord Palmerston is tall and handsome. His face
is round and of a darkish hue. His hair is black, and
always exhibits proofs of the skill and attention of the
perruquier. His clothes are in the extreme of fashion. He
is very vain of his personal appearance, and is generally
supposed to devote more of his time in sacrificing to the
Graces than is consistent with the duties of a person who
has much to do with the destinies of Europe. Hence it is
that The Times newspaper has fastened on him the
sobriquet of "Cupid".' But as a colleague Lord Palmerston
is less satisfactory: 'The situation which he fills in the
Cabinet gives him a certain degree of prominence in the
eyes of the country which he certainly does not possess
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